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TO THE 
Right Reverend Farner in Gov, 


GEORGE. 


By Divine Providence, ; 
'Lord Biſhop of WINCHES TE6R- 


My Lord, 


His being the onely PYriting of the Author , 

that is found to ſurvive both by the iniqui- 

ty of thoſe tines that oppreſt him, I am bold to 

make it my bumble ſuit to Your Lordſhip, that for our 

ſecurity, leaſt after all the reſt, this Relick, which I 
may properly ſay, was ſaved, # ts = ſhould periſh , 

alſo, You would give us leave to inſcribe Your great 

Name to ſo ſmall a Piece , So, as by Providence it bath 

eſcaped the fiery Dvael; being upheld by Your Name, no 

| otherwiſe then the anti-diluvian Memoir's by the Pit. 

ef  larsof Seth,  ſhallit be ſecure from any future Deluge, 

| and tranſuiitted to Poſterity as a remainder, by which 

they may eſteem the greatneſs of their loſs in thoſe many 

A 3 Papers 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
Papers both of bim, and other worthy Perſons, rifled if 
the common Calamity. My Lord, it is the confidence 
Te have, that had God preſerved till now the Life of 
our Relation, You would have accepted his Perſon, that 
makes me thus forward to beg Your Lordſhips Patron. 
aze toth little Orphan, that ſome are pleaſed to thinks 
too good to periſh : nor (however unable my judgement 
7 in matters of this moment ) will my affe ion and near- 
neſs tothe Author, give me leave tohavve a leſs thes 
the common eſtimation of it, That am 


Your Lordſhips moſt humbly 
. devoted Servant, 


From the Inner Temple, 
Tune 25, 1662, 


KR: Harru, 
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Text, 1 Cor. C. 11, v. 34: 
And the reſt will I ſet in order when I come. 


Wa He Church here on Earth, however She be the 
Ba PAM Spouſe of Chriſt, hath never yet been ſo fair, 
= - Hil but that according to $* LH mbroſe inſtar Lune, Amb: 3; 


like the Moon in the full, ſhe hath always had Hezaem. 


Schiſms and Herefies, for which my Apoſtle already hath, 
even in this Epiſtle, long ago, both arraigned and —_ 
5 


(z) 
edthem alſo. That onely, what you far the preſent aughg 
rather to take notice of, is this, That S* Paw having through: 
out this whole Chapter taxed them for divers irreverent be. 
haviors of theirs in the Churchsz and underſtanding too 
withal, that for want of decent Ceremonies.in matters of Re- 
ligion, many other things were amiſs amongſt them, he 
conceives it not ſo convenient_to commit all ta Ink and 
Paper, bur reprieving the reRifying of theſe unto a farther 
day, he promiſeth, upon this emplaymene,! to come hims 
ſelf amongſt them: for fo far hath he been pleaſed to ex+ 
preſs his minde in the Text, ſaying here to them, in theſe 
words which now have been read to you, The reſt will I ſet ins 
order when F come. | 

The words then, you fee, are the words of S* Pavl,, who 
being now at Phzlspps,. writes unto the Corruthians, Thar 
for the redrefs of fome-certain matters in-their Chuceh, 
which were out of order, he would, by taking a Journey 
thither, vouchſate them. a: v4Sturon: So. that they cannos 
but he. conceived, to be very appolite for  thar-occalior; 
which bath.called us likewiſe at this time together: The Face 
is the Glaſs, anſwering not the Face that.laoks upon it, afs 
ter a more exact proportion, then.theſe twa ſeem 1o-comply 
each with other., But that I may not be thought wichour 
method and 0xder, tohandlea Text, the main. end whereof 
is nothing elſe but Order, give me leave r0:quartet icoutruns 
to you with what evennefs I may, inco-jult four pares 4 which 
100, as having areſpeR nat onely to the words them(elves, 
but to this our meeting alſe, ſhalt be no other then theſe 
that follow; N , ik 

Firſt, The Perfaa viſiting, who: promiſeth here1o vilic, 
and that is SF Pad, intimated here inthe Pronoun, 7: J 
| Secondly, 
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(3) 

Secondly, His Viſitation , expreſſed in the word, 

Come. 

Thirdly, The end of his Viſitation, To ſet i» 
Order. 

Fourthly , The Obje&t, or thoſe things that he 
meant to have ordered, which here lye veiled under this 
indefinite term, ws aus, the reſt, 

Of all theſe, and that too, according to the me. 
thod that hath been propoſed; beginning with the 
Perſon viſiting, S* Paul, whoſe worth was ſuch, as 
that he may very well be thought to have deſerved o 
far, as to have evenat your hands, 1a the firſt place, an 
bearing. 

Order, as it is conceived by Nazianzene, 7 my Nat, 074. 
wir, the very Mother of Beings, and Womb of all 26 
Things : that v8 wow, mentioned by CLriſtotle in his 
Book De Mundo; that Univerſal Soul;, whereunto 
the World owes the benefit of its Preſervation: This 
being ſo eminent throughout the whole Univerſe, as 
that Pythagoras, from the meer Contemplation here- 
of, i Ti; © wry rate, Chriſtned firſt the World by $4, 
the name of «i*u& : Nay, fo great an obſerver uf Ore #. #6 25+ 
der, is God Himſelf to be acknowledged, as that 
Clemens Alexauarinws is pleaſed to derive the Etymo+ c!cm. Ater. 
logy of the Greek Word @«, ms # Cw, from his *: ub.Str0. 
methodical placing and diſpoſing of all ſuch Bodies as 
have been created by Him: whereas, much to the 
ſame purpoſe alſo, it is a Note of Nazianzen's, in Naz. 0'a. 
that Oration of his which but now was cited, That the /#: © 
Almighty , being able in Himſelf to have made all 

B things 


Arr, de 
Crit, Dei, 
69.6.15. 
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things in an.inſtant, choſe nevertheleſs,to produce them 
one after another; ſome on the firſt day, others on the 
ſecond, and ſo on forward, until the ſeventh, iy 74%; 
ws ovleninds 7945 xT1Cuar', tO the end that Order might 
beof one and the ſame ſtanding with the World it (elf. 
So that however S* Auſtin hath: raiſed a Queſtion, whe- 
ther or no, in caſe Adam had not faln, there ſhould 
have beena S#b and a Supra, any Subordinations at all 
inthe Societies of Men; and ſeems likewiſe to incline 
to the Negative, for that the very firſt time we meet in 
Scripture with the word Servant (which too, according 
to the forecited Fathers obſervation, is in the gh of 
Gen. and the 25) it being there ſpoken by way of a 
Curſe; he from thence collets, that Nomen iftud 
Culpa Meruit, non Natura, Sin alone, and not Nature, 
gave a Being unto that Condition: Yet for certain, e- 
ver ſince the Fall, as matters have ſtood, without an 
orderly Series of Men, wherein, as in a Predicament, 
ſome may be Summa Genera above, others Species In- 
fime beneath, and a third between both , Genera ſub- 
alterna, there can be no ſubſiſting for any one Society 
whatſoever : This being ſoneceſlary for all Common. 
wealths, as that without this, ſo many Men being buc 
as ſo much confuſed Rubbiſh, or like a multicude of 
Stones lying inan heap together, come to be without 
any benefit at all each of other , whereas, being once 
diſpoſed of to ſuch divers uſes and ſeveral places, as 
they by their education have been fitted for, they then 
may make, not an handſome onely, -but a good ſer- 
viceable piece of Building, And if it be _— the 

tate, 


{ 


(5) 

State, then doubtleſs muſt it be more then ſo in the 
Church ; She having ever been eſteemed an Hierarchy, 
whole Members ought, in that manner, to be ranked 
and ſorted into higher and lower Claſſes, as that here- 
upon at the 6** of the Cantrcles,and the 4*,ſheis likened 
to an Army with Banners nay, however an Army ha- 
ving once diſplayed her Banners, and going on upon a 
March, be a great Deſciple and Servant unto Order y ,, (of 
yet is it conceived by St. Chryſoſtome, 3n1 i rdtu # in Hm, 
wan(ra; bay dowNutieg Tatu f elwrinis, that the Church in 1 Ep. a4 
in Her Diſcipline, is and ought to be more preciſe and 7*- 
regular, then the Field Milicary is in its. For hence, 
Beloved, cameit here to paſs, that my Apoftle Saint 
Paul, having planted now a Church in Corznth, ſuffers 
not thoſe Elders whom he had there ordained, to be 
their own Biſbops, or reciprocally, and by turn, as it 
were, to be Governors each to other , but knowing; 
that in the Church eſpecially, nothing could be more 
unequal then ſach an equality, He therefore holds in 
his own hands the reigns of Government, he himſelf 
reſerves unto himſelf Epiſcopal! Furiſdition, which 
too, he did not onely exerciſe for chat year and halt a- 
lone (mentioned in the 18 ® of the 4s, and the 11%) 
that he lived amongſt them, all which time z@27 (as 
the word uſed there by the Holy Ghoſt in the Orignal, 
is moſt obſervable) he fate there and governed, as 4 
Biſhop in his Cathedral ; but being once removed and 
abſenc, he grew even in this reſpect the bolder rowards 
them: whilſt inthis very Epiſtle, at the 4* Chapter, 
and the 21 Verſe, he threatens them a whipping with 
h's £Apoſtolical Rod; at the 5 Chapter, and the 5* 

B 2 Verſe, 


s 
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Verſe, he ſends out a thundring Fxcommunication x 


e 


thus þ 


Scott T8 - 
7% 17G 
Paracleſis 
contia Pan, 
Tilent Pa- 
reneſin, 


my 


(7) 
my Apoſtle, ſo early nowy at the firſt, erefts this kinde 

of Church-Government amongſt the Clergy here at Co- 

rinth ; ſince as if this were in a manner natural and eſ- 

ſential co her,the Church ſeldom or never hath anciently 

been obſerved to have ſtood without it. Thus in the old 
Teſtament we finde, that amongſt the Jews, there were 

not onely Prieſts and Levites, but an High. Prieſt alſo, 

who was evea then ſolively an Emblem of Zpiſcopacy, 

as that hereupon, «x: %s, and Summus Sacerdos, have 

fince ramiliarly been uſed, in the Writings of the Anci- 
ents,no otherwiſe then as Synonoma's with the word Bi- 
ſhop. Whereas in the New it is to be read,that our bleſſed 
Savior,whom 7gnati« is not afraid to call «>u>v01 ap470? 1,4; cp, 


\. 2 #0rr ev emoxoencr; andafter him too Tertullian, Au- 14 Magneſ 


thenticum Dei Patris Pontificem, all other Biſhops being, _ _ 


as it ſhould ſeem, but Copies onely taken trom him z c. 35. 
like one of that Order /icenceth the Twelve, together 

with the Seventy, to Preach the Goſpel, until at laſt, 
immediately betore his aſcenſion, lifting up his hands 

and bleſſing the Apoſtles, Luke 24. 51. Per iſtam ma- 

nuum impoſutionem (as St. Auſtin ſeems to believe) __ 97s 
Apoſtolos ordinavit' Epiſcopos: By that laying of his ; Teſt, 
hands upon the Apoſtles, he ordained them to be Biſhops. 

Sure I am, that Antiquity thought it no prejudice at 

all ro the Apoſtles to have this Opinion of them, and 
therefore, as the Greek Fathers were wont to call Epi- Theoderer. 
icopal Government, «7crnir # eporier, and areidjics > 
F « 0:41: S0likewiſe, who knows not butthar it is as q#rias: 
uſual with the Latine to ſtile the Apoſtles themſelves, ** *5: 4 
in plain terms, Biſhops; ashaving no meaner authority 31c.cetus. 
for 


(8) 
for this, then that of St. Peters own example, who in 
As 1, 20. ſpeaking of Fudas his Apoſtleſhip, calls 
it thereby no other name, then by #* i#tCunr wn, hi 
Biſhoprick. 

But though Epiſcopacy lived in theſe Renowned 
Worthies, yet may we not imagine, that it died like- 
wiſe with their Perſons ; whil'ſt they, like choſe that 
ran in the 0/ympian Games, delivered that Light iats 
the Hands of Poſterity, which ſuch as went before had 
put in their's. Hence St. Pawl ordained Timothy Biſhop 

| of Epheſus, and (as there is good record to be ſhewn for 
it) Tits of Crete, both which, even by St, Paxls 
Commiſſion, exetciſed that meaſure of Furiſd:&1on in 
each of thoſe their Dzoceſſes, as that it may be made to 
appear, that the Reverend Prelates of the Church, do, 
at this day, own no farther a degree of Authority,then 
that which Saint Pas! in thoſe his Epiſtles afforded 
them, | 

Neither went this Fire out in later Ages, which at 
the firſt was ſo well kindled: inſomuch that as renews 

Irmew, |. ſpeaks it of himſelf, Habemws annumerare eos qui ab As 
pt | Poſtolis inſtituti ſunt Epiſcopi, & ſucceſſores eorum uſh, 
ad nos : That he was able, for his own particular, to g1ve 

4 Catalogue of thoſe Biſhops, that from the Apoſtles times 

Epiphan.66 pad ſate before him in the See of Lyons : Solikewiſe Epi- 
ry 4 " phanixs, and Euſcbiuz, taking in hand this Pertorm- 

| 4.6. & 11. ance, have deduced from the Apoltles, until che Coun- 
{. 0.c 9: Celof Nice, aSucceſhon of Prelacy 1n all the moſt fa- 
i. : 3" mous Churches in the World, that then were extant. 
Whil't Modern Chronologiſts, having brought down 


the 


(9) 


che Line near unto this preſent Century, have hereby 
given untothe Pens of ſucceeding times, the occafion 
of going on with that Story, which God, out of his 
mercy unto his Church, wili, I doubt not, but conti- 
nue unto the Worlds end. | 
And ſhall this Sacred Order thus now be queſtioned, 
which having in all Ages bitherto, ſo fair Evidences to 
ſhew for its Title,hath ever yet been thought to be our 
of queſtion ? Shall the Rochet it (elf be yet at laſt dif- 
claimed for a Rag of Popery? and for this very Reaſon,be 
thrown oft by thoſe very Arms themſelves that once dia 
wear it f How unhappy may we deem our (elves, that 
ſo unworthy an AR as this, hath been reſerved for the 
diſgrace of theſe days of Ours. Whilſt it may be ſaid 
of thoſe, that have committed this infamous kinde of 
Charch Murther upon themſelves, what Tfdor once 
ſpake of a certain difſolute Ghurch-Man, one Zozimes, 
ypes} uh F Juea inp Ta V Aug ts Sw, X, wal a «vin PL bn 
5pi2e2w, that Theſe two alone have herein done enough, to 
draw 4 ſcandal wpon all the whole Clergy of the Chriſtian 
World, Burt it is impoſhble to ſpeak fo loud, as to 
reach their ears whom this concerns : and therefore I 
turn from them, and addreſs my ſelf unto yon, my 
Brethren, to whom [I cannot bur fignifie, and that too 


in ſome ſuch manner, as St. Paul once beſpake his Phi- 


lippians, telling them, as he at leaſt ſays himſelt of a 
matter weeping z that when I look into Ancienter 
Times, and read in Peluſiot, that the People, as often 
as they met inthe Streets with the Sacred Robe, were 
wont ever, inall humble manner,for to cry out, a«(xvrs 


07, 


Iſrdor, l. x. 
Ep. 118, 


Ifidor. l. I, 
Ep. 490. 


If tor, l.r, 
Ep. 136. 


— Ho 
on, (it ſounds well Tam ſure in Greek, but knowing not 
how it would take with ſome of our Mother- wits in 
Engliſh, I therefore ſpare the Tranſlation) when I ob- 
ſerve, that they reverenced the Ephod, «« wroy 73 oy? 
according to the ſame Author, as one that did bear the 
Image and Place of Chriſt; and afterwards caſt mine 
eyes upon this our Age, wherein: many think they 


hive Religion enough, if they can but hate a Biſhop, 


and abhor a Ceremony ; how can I then' but even trom 
thence collec, that theſe our days are the very dregs of 
time, and that the World, running now as it doth ſtark 
naught, is come to its Lees ? Bur however ſuch ſhal- 
low heads as theſe eſteem of our Reverend Prelates, 
no otherwiſe then as of a gay uſeleſs Pageant, ſerving 
meerly for Pomp and Glory ; yet deeper Julgements 
know how to demonſtrate plainly, that the Church her 
ſelf is not able to ſtand without theſe Pillars: I, for 
mine own particular, ſhould be very jealous of the va- 
lidicy of mine Orders, had I not known my felt to have 
received them from the hands of ſome one Reverend 
Paul or other, Whatſoever thoſe Tranſmarine Sons 
of the Presbyterial Board, may think of themſelves, 
yet were they to be tryed at the Bar of Antiquity, they 
would ſcarce be found to be of the Tr:be of Levy. St. 
Hierom, who, being but a private Prieſt at Bethlehem, 
and diſcontented therefore with the meanneſs of his 
own Condition, grew hereupon, amongſt all the Fa- 
thers, the onely Maa that ſpake hardly, at leaſt if not 
evil, of Dignities, doth nevertheleſs in that Epiſtle of 


his uato Evagrize, where he pleads moſt for the _ 
® 


(11) 
of Prieſts, appropriate the Power of Qrdination, whol- 


ye 9 to 2 Byſhop.onely': Qujtlfacit,! (airhy Hiewm:2y: 
t 


. ad Eva 


he, except ordinatione Epiſcopms. quod non facit _ 
biter?as conceiving this to be an-aRt utterly beyond t 
Sphere of a Priefs performance.', . 

' Whereas in atter-ages; 2:Biſbop being,on a time for 
to-Ordaia, and being enforced, by reaſon'of- a pain 
which he- himſelf had in his Eyes, : to ſuffer his Chap- 


lain to read the Words .of Confecration, 'the fecond' 5" 


tom. 4. 


Heſpaline Councel, that was held chenat $5wit; thought. ,. ;;Þ. 


it requiſice to fig ontligſs.Perſons.who! had been: thus 
Ordained z who finding a Nulity in their'0rders, by: 
reaſon the Wortls of Conſecration were not uttered by 
the Biſhop himſelf, ,in the fifelvConors ' of 'thar Coun- 
cel, adjudg'd them'for ns Clergy: men, : 1 
- But wkucher am-I now gonsey''or:whither have I been 
garried, being called abroad -hy. my Text,- and. theſe 
Times together ? Whil'ft the:Perſon Viſicing, having 
had by this his allotted Minttes;, if aot more then 
comes to his ſhare, to.ſpeak tor himſelf, It.will coa+ 
cern us now to haſten him to his Vylication, which too, 


being at handin my next Particular, comes now inthe - 


ſecond place, and that tooin the Word, Come, imme- 
diately to be treated of, | 
$s Fudicas cognoſce, Knowledge ought ever to be the 


Seances 


Uther,the Needle as it were,that is to make way forthe 7:2. 
Threed of Juſtice: Whil'ſt he that ſhall adventureup- 
on the executing of the later of theſe, without ſuff- 
cient InſtraRions firſt in the former, may well be liken- 
Munſter 


makes 


edto thoſe Prepoſterous A which 


[I 
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Munſter, makes relacionof, who in an Hy fteron-Proteron Cuſtom 


«; . that they bad\, as Barbarons altogether as themſelves, 
were wont, upon a fafpition, to condemn the P 
whom they conceivedto be a MalefaRor, and then at- 
terwards to try the Carcaſs, And therefore that m 
Apoftle, being now as an Eccleſiaſtical Fudge to fir 
upon the ſtate of the Church of Corinth, might che 
better have ſufficient informations of thoſe things, that 
he was there to' Order, he intends to make hisown 
Eyes their over-ſeers  whil'ſt for that purpoſe he here 
doth promiſe, by way'of -Viſteation, -t6 come himſelf 
, Neither may we #nagine-that my Apoſtle came 'to 
write [o well as he did withour-a Copy, - as having mas 
ny good precedents, which difeted: him to-this parti- 
calar Coarſe of proceedigg;: which herehe rook, Thus 
mtbatvery, firſt /iſiruri9; which ever was held, for the 
ftcing ig Order againour firſt Parents, zfter hat iir@- 
gularity. of their's which chey had commitred, Yen## 
 Oxwipmens, the Almighty Himſelf comes in Perſon 
to view the Delinquenes z For: they heard the woict of 
+ the Lord walkine in the Garden, 'Gen. 3. 8. Nay, how 
everthis All-knowing Viſitor, by reaſon. of his Om- 
niſcience, might juſtly have ſentenced them without 
a Tryal; yet before he proceeds ſo far as the At of 
Excommunication, for the expelling them our of a 
Paradice, he vouchſafes, as Chryſoſtome very well ob. 
ſerves, xz ber y, #« #764111 Now, x Tan ipo)ev, To 
aik queſtions, receive their anſwers, andihen again ts 


queſtrex them. farther : And why all this > but onely ” 
| tea 


(13) 
teach ſuch as fic at the Stern of the Charch this Leſſon, 
That they draw not-ſaddenty the Spiritual Sword ypan 
every trifte « 'Bur as often as tbete is juſt occaſton given 
to unſheath it, that they forget not the Words of the 
fore-cited Father, nei ragyotunly3 y 9h? noGHwe £0 
uſe much deliberation, and hayerhemſelves an inward 
feeling of heart before they Rtykez aS-being ar ſuch 
times: for to confider, thateven-in this yery-a&;) they 
cut off a Limbfrom the Body of that Chuech whereof 
they themſelves are Metbers- rg bn 
flift not to mention the Lords ordering of Cais for 
the Blood of his Brother #5; - rhe doom char he 
pafſed on Sodom; .the puniſhment wherewich he. con + 
founded Babel: Though in all theſe Gad had his Ye- 
#t, and his Yiſitevit alſo, for he went downto ſee whe- 
cher their defaults were an{werable to that Cry that 
came up unto Him. Having onely begua with the iirſt 
Viſitation which che Lord ever held, I ſhall ead my 
Obſervation with that laſt Viſitation which He intends 
to mike; that general one I mean, when &+ & 7% utes 
4 in{x»4., tor {o 'tis ſtiled by St, Peter, as in the day 
of an Epiſcopal Viſitation, both quick and dead ſhall be 
ſummoned to appear before his Confſtory. And though 
I dare not, with rhe boldneſs of the School- men, re- 
ſolve on the 1{b;, or the place where the Lord fhall then 
fir and Viſit, ad theretore cannot dire you to what 
particular part of the World, that great Viſitor of 
Heaven and Earth (hall then bead His Progreſs; yet 
that the Lord, even then, ſhall have his Yexzt, a co- 
ming likewiſe, you have the Auchacity of an Apoſtle 
C 2 tor 


Chryſoft, 
loc. ſupra 


(1i;at., 


1 Pet, 6,2. 
Vs It, 
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176/. foritz the Lord himſelf, ſaith Se.'Pas), 'ſhall deſcend 
f. 4 2:16. 50m Heaven withis hour; with'rhe'v6ice of 'theArch- 


angel, and with :the Trump /of God ; the Saints ati- 
fing out of their Grave 'to-meer Him in the Air, ſhall 


_ .., welcome Him; as thoſe: Ancients did their Prelates 


Latimer. 


comin -- into' their ' Cities, with Acclamations-and 
Shoots &f Joy; an! Arch-angel ſhall be His Voice; 
His ' Cxyet,”#nd Heavert it (e}t ſhall found thar-fum- 
mornin Fs 1s ms, ns Free that Bell,which 
ere while for this purpoſe you all Heard rung, to call you 
topethe?, {© 23501 oo et 1, Kb: 

" An@ fince that God Himſelf hath had His Comings; 
His-Vilſications, 'no marvel that the Church: of God, 
m imitation herebf, hath had Hers; whereby She en- 
deavors to heal thoſe Breaches , which that great 
Compaſler of ' Seaand Land, the Devil (quo non habet 
Anglia Epiſcopum diligentiorem, as old Father Latimer 
was pleaſed once to exprels it) in thoſe his Viſitztions 
likewiſe inflits aupen her. A praQice of that Antiqui- 
ty, as that evenin the Old Teſtament may you finde 
ſome plain foot-ſteps of it: thus EZ1;ah, you read at 
the 24 Book of Kings, and the 2 Chapter, went from 
Bethel to Gileal, from Gilgal to Fericho, and from that 
to Fordan, viliting the Children of the Prophets in all 
thoſe placesz which doing too , immediately before 
his being taken up to Heaven, He ſeems to intimate by 
the very time it ſelf wherein He did ic, that the A&R 
was Divine and Heavenly, which He left till then to 
be performed, Neither ſtood E1iah in this Point a- 
lone, whil'ſt in this one particular undertaking of his 
the 


£ 


(15) 


theater Prophets ſucceeded him, no leſs then they did 
in his officez' and. therefore at the 34 of Zachary, and 
the 75; are they, as it is at leaſt in the Hebrew, ſtiled 
2272 Walkers, Whereas in the New Teſtament 
it aid of our Savior, that Great Biſhop of our Souls 
(for ſo ishe called in 1 Pet, 2, 25.) that he viſited us 
from on High, Luke 1. 78, nay, that. he went about 
all the Villages and Cities of the Fews, teaching in 
their Synagogues the Goſpel of the Kingdom, Mart. 9. 
35. upon which place the Note of St, Hierom is, 2uod nicwy; 
£qualiter vicis & urbibus & magni; & parvss pradica- 
wit; Fhat'our Saviour preach'd equally the Goſpel to 
the villages and cities, both tothe great aud the ſmall a» 
like: Non conſiderans Nobilium Potentiam, ſed ſalutem 
Credentium, Not confidering or having reſpett to the 
Power of the Noble, but to the Salvation of Believers, 

And where the Maſter of the Houſe was ſuch, it may 
be well imagined that his Servants, the Apoſtles, would 
endeavor to ſhew themſelves like unto him ; who were 
in this Point ſo aftive, as that their Lite ſeem'd little 
elſe buta kinde ofa continued Viſitation,and the whole 
World but one great Dioceſs , which they travelled 
over, The time would fail, ſhould I tell you with 
what expedition thoſe winzr40 «px (for ſo are the 
Apoſtles ſtiled by 1fidor) thoſe winged Husband- men 
did flie from this place to that, from one Nation to an» 25! 
other Country, ſcattering the Seeds of Diſcipline -in 
divers Regions; planting ſome Churches, confirmin 

others, reformiog a third, and viſiting all. That Boo 

which is written of their As, is full of no one thing 


more 


Coniment, ; 
i 9.0, Mat. 


Iſidor. Pets. 
l. 2. Ep. 
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-more then of this AR of theirss Amongſt whom 
nevertheleſs, we may not, bur in an elpecial manner, 

* make a particalar Remembrance of this my Apoſtle 
here in the Text St. Paul, who having by his own ic+ 

F knowledgement, in 2 Cor. 11.28, the care of all the 

[ Charches, with ſo an indefatigable an endeayor wene 

| from each to other, as that he appeated hereupon.nats 

oryſoft.34 Se. A «wor a*vuk Tt, 0, a kinde of fone» 

Hom.in, body, no-body, a body without a body, an Incorpo- 
Gs, real Mat: TheSunit ſelf ſeems hardly co go alarger 

Circuit, rhen that which he; vificing; as his manner was, 
the Brethren,' wene over : Read but this 1tonrr ary, as 
it is drawn out- partly by St. £»ke, in the 20. and 27, 
Chapters of the 4#;; and partly by himſelf, in the 
15* Chapter to the Rommaxs, and verle i9, and you 
will then acknowledge, that there tnay a large Map be 
made of his Journals onely, 

But the Church being all chis while without enclo- 
ſure, lay hicherto nothing elſe but as ſo much Com- 
mon : and therefore that it might appear huw this ſo 
Ancient an Ordet went not out, when once diſtiaQion 
of Diocefles was brought in, look but upon thoſe ſe- 
ven Churches of 4s, whom the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, 
in the ſecond Chapter of the Revelation , hath been 
pleaſed ſo far as to take notice of: The Biſhops of which 
ſeveral Churches, as it is Interpreted by a Learned 

Mentein Comment#tor , 2re therefore there catled C4 ngels, 
| Sam. ». that ſo being pat in minde of their Office by their 

Tor.y 523 Name, they might be ready , no otherwite then as 

choſe Miniſtring Spirits the Angels, to go _ 
thit 


(17) 
thither for the better ordering of that particular Dioceſ; 
which they were to govern. 

And where the Wheel had ſo many good Hands to 
ſtir it at the firſt, how can it be expeRted otherwiſe 
then that it would keep long a going ; which too it 
did in after Ages with that force and vigor, as that for 
the better keeping ot it up, even beyond an uſual 
height, The Church thought it meet to create a new 
kinde of Order of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, who being 
by their Office to go about, and ever and anon for to 
vifie thoſe little Vilages that ir ſtood not with the Dig- 
nity of the Epiſcopal Robe, to come to himſelf, were 
therefore called men/tm, Cercniters : whoſe name, as 
I firſt finde mentioned by F»finian, ſo likewiſe is the 
reaſon why they were firſt ordained, fet down by the 


Fathers-of- the' Laodicean Conncel, in the 57 Canon », r;;.. 
thereof: whereis Zonarw, in his Expoſitions cf that & cleric. 
very Ta#40n, explaining both their place and their name '” 4 
rogether , ſignifies that they were thetefore tiled /oc;, 


meadurs It n aairnow, whores wwdtny toy a, IN TE? 
gard, for the keeping the Church in Order, they went 
continually round the Conntry, having in no particular 
place any {<rled Manſion. | 
But ſince the Heavens themſelyes which now rejoyce 
23a Gyant'to run their courſe, ſhall yer, at the laſt, wax 
old, as doth a Garment, how could it but be imagined 
that this motion likewiſe ſhould in time begin for to 
languiſh ? The decay whereof, divers Councels taking 
notice of, endeavored by their Canons and Conſtitu- 
tz0ns to put new life into it ; 2s knowing, = = 
urch: 


Vid. Bait 
Concil, Hic 
citat, 


Grattan, 


C. 10+ 4.3, 
C. placuit, 


Trtull. 
Apol. cap, 
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Church ia Her Diſcipline and DoQrine both, would. 
ſoon feel a Winter, ſhould not thoſe Lights of Hers, 
like that great.Light above, the Sun, come yearly, by 
the Beams of their Authority, at a nearer diſtance then 
at other times to ſhine upoa Her : which Councels, if 
you defire to know what they were, are Concilium To- 
letanum quar tum,Canone 35%  Concilium Bracarenſe ſe- 
cundum., Cayone 1%. Concilium Aralatenſe. Canone'17% 
with divers others, whom Iam not ambitious here to 
quote, The Edits of all which Councels, being ta- 
ken into, the Body of the Canon Law by 'Gratien, 
have grown; hereby. tp. be of that Authority, eyenin 
this our Church, as that the Year it ſelf is not more 
conſtant in the returg of her Yearly Seaſons, then this 
our Church in Her as Yearly Vifitations,, _ + 

Thus have i, you ſee, Beloved, . from the exaryple 
here of . St. Paul, and from this his coming, which my; 
Text makes mention of, preſented you with the Story 
of Eccleſiaſtical Viſtations : which fiace, for many 
Ages together, they have been much obſerved, it can- 
not, withont infinite prejudice to the Wiſdom of the 
Church, be conceived, but that there may divers weigh- 
ty reaſons be given for them. 

And indeed who knows not, how the Ear of Autho- 
rity may eafily be abuſed in her Informitions, con- 
cerning ſuch Particalars as lye remote,diſtant from her? 
{ance that all Allegations paſſing per Aurium & Lin- 


guarum Traduces (as Tertullian phraſeth it) through 


the hear-iay of divers Tongues and Ears ; like Waters 
running through Miaes of a ſeveral nature, looſe uſual - 


ly 


(19) 
ly their own genuine reliſh, changing their taſte now 
fe the better, and now again for the worſe, by having 
a ſtrong tang ever of that Man's diſpoſition who at the 
laſt hand relates them, Hence, when the cry of S9- 
doms T ranſgrefſion travelled ſo far as from Earth to 
Heaven, the Lord ſeems not, at that diſtance, to give 
credit toit, but reſolves to go down and ſee, and then 
to judge her, Geneſis the 18h andthe 21. inimitation 
of which Example, Saint Chryſoſtows preſumes to coun- 
ſel thoſe that have the Authority either of Church or 
Commonwealth put into their hands, «# dui tare- 
Niger, Dot to account every crying information that 
rides Poſt unto them, ſufficient Evidence whereon for 
to paſs a Sentence z bur at ſome certain appointed 
Seaſon for to go themſelves, that ſo thoſe Fallacies, 
which diſtance otherwiſe might impoſe upon them, be- 
ing thus prevented, Falſhoods may not then dare to ap- 
pear before them. 

And as Auchority , were it not for theſe Viſicati- 
ons, might in ſome Particulars hear too much, ſo 
likewiſe in other-ſome might it hear too litcle : whil'ſt 
divers defe&s of the Church, here and there abroad, 
come hereby alone oftentimes to be known: Even as 
Saint Pasl at the 17 of the £4#s, going through 
the Streets of Athens, obſerved thereby ſome ſuch 
Superſtitious Cuſtom , which had he not- been there 
himſelf, might for ever, happily, lain undiſcovered. 
For albeit ſome, like Hermogenes in Tertullian, think 
It officium bone Conſcientie, the part of a good Con» 
ſcience to be blabbing ever all. that- ill which they 
Ir D know 


Chryſoſt. 
Hon, 1 3e 
In Ga, 
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know of any yetto be an Informer, 15 (omewhar i 
it ſelf an odious Office : from-which too, ſome difſ- 
poſitions are ſo averſe, as that many a Church- warden 
(the more the pitty) giving up an @wnza bent, when 
2s indeed an Omnie Peſiime had been of the twa the 
truer, hath-been known at ſuch Meetings as theſe, to 
have choſen to be guilcy , rather of Perjury it ſelf, 
then in this Particular to diſcharge his Oath and 
Duty. Whence the Ear of Government, by reaſon 
of theſe blank Preſentments, can neverhope to have 
ſo exact Intelligence as is needful for her ; and there» 
fore how requiſite is it that the Eye of Goverament, 
ee he aid of or god 
walking i even golars Ca | 
ſhould endeavor, in part, to be its own rat 
Whilſt the might . theſe means obſerve here, che 
Houſe, even © Himſelf, in this or that part © 
ruinous; as that were it but an Hauſe for a Manto 
dwell in, ic would ſcarce be thought Tenancahle ; 
and there a Church-man, @ lirtle going, as living ſuit- 
able tothegravity of that Holy Pr n which he 
hath undertaken. In one place, the Ceremonies of this 
our Mother all diſ-uſed, ; and in another, the Canenc 
themſelves made no otherwiſe then a dead Letter, #6 
de of no. force or power. In this Congregation, 
that moſt Sony piece of Devotion, the _ 
for many Years fince baniſhed as Apocyyphat ; 

the reſt of Divine Serviceo curtailed, upon every oc- 
cafion, and like the Garments of Dewds Servants, 
$.curoff atxhe waſt, asit the Prayers of the Church 
were 


(21) 
were of little other uſe then to ſerve onely, 2s Muſick 
before a Play, to entertain the Company till the Sears 
befulk: Whereas it my fall our, that in the very next 
Parith, a Sermon on the contrary hath been ſach Dain- 
ties, as that the People, unleſs it be upon ſome great 
Solemn Feaſt or other, have not had chat Diſh ſer- 
ved up unto them. Thus, thus may he that travels 
oyer a County, obſerve here and there the noyfom 
Smells, the Boggs, and the Myre of it, whereas by 
viewing of it at a diſtance, or in a Map, he fhall ſee 
onely the Towns and the Woods, the Rivers and the 
Hills, nothing bur what is fair in it ſelf, and a Plea- 
ſure likewiſe to the Eyefor to behold. How finga- 
lar therefore a defign of this was Saint Pam's, wor- 
thy alrogethber of ſuch an Apoſtle as He for ro ander- 
we: who , the better to finiſh that Reformation 
which he had begun, concludes upon a Coming a- 
many his Corinthiens ; that ſo, as for thoſe matters 
which in that Church of theirs were not as yet redreſſed, 
he might by this his Yiſtation put likewiſe in 0r- 
der,- as being the end of my Apoſtles Coming or Vi- 
—_— and therefore in the next place now to be treat- 
of. 

Will I put in Order : The Word m the Original is 
SeareEwua, Which fignifies Ordinabo, Conflituam, Pre- 
feribam;, fo chat my Apoſtle here in this place, accord- 
ing to the Judgement of the beſt Commentarors, aims 
wholly ac fuch things onely 2s belong unto outward 


Order and ne z Of 2s St, Auſtin is pleaſed roex- 42. 


prels it, ad 04mm Agendi, to the- Ordering of all 
D 2 ſuch 
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{ach Services, 2s in the Church were to be performed; 
A matter, it ſhould ſeem, of no ſmall conſequence, 
in regard my Apoſtle beats ſo often and ſo muck upon 
it : who having here ſpent no leſs then a whole Chapter 
uponthis one Buſineſs, falls nevertheleſs upon it again 
inas ample a manner, as here he doth in the 14* Cha- 

ter of this very ſelf-ſame Epiſtle : where, having in- 

ſted likewiſe upon-the Ordering of divers other Par- 
ticulars in the Church, his conclufton there ar the laſt 
is this, wdrre cungudtes of x7! Tafir wlitw, Let all things be 
done decently, and in Order, ver. 40. Nay, that he 
might the better mould his Son T## to this his tem= 
per in Church-affairs, he Jays his Commands upon 
him, in the firſt Chapter of that Epiſtle, and the 5th, 
to Order the things that were wanting in the Churchof 
Creet, ſuch it ſeems as S* Paw! bim(elf had not diſpoſed 
of at his being there. 

And no marvel neither that my Apoſtle both here 
and other-where, in himſelf and others, ſeemed fo 
zealous for Order: The Charch being, as anciently 

ceaftit. As ſhe hath been ftiled, # w7xfia Mz(canigor, The wery 

by 8. School of good Order , wherein Leſſons of Order are 
daily to be taught, and learned, and praQticed alſo: ' 
Nay, Order hath heretofore been conceived ſo proper 
unto the Church, as that by this, no otherwiſe then as 
by ſome peculiar badge or cogniſance, She anciently 
hath been known. No ſooner had Facob, in that Y1« 
fion of his, beheld the Orderly aſcending and deſcend. 
ing of the Angels from Heaven, together with the 
Lord Himſelf, ſtanding at the top of that m—_ 
whereon 


—_= mc 2_ @® — ww 
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whereon-they went s but being once awaked from this 
his ſceing of ſo much Order, he preſently makes to him- 
ſelf this peremptory Concluſion : This i no other then 
the Houſe of God, Gen. 28, 17. Whereas our Saviour, 
out of the great deſire he had to ſee no irregularity at 
all in the Temple, vouchſafed oftentimes to heal the 
Blinde, the Dumb, the Deaf and the Lame, even in 
the Temple z as if it had been ſo great an eye-ſoar to 
Him, that any in that place eſpecially, ſhould want ei- 
ther an Eyetoread, oran Ear to hear, or a Tongue to 
ſpeak, or a Knee to bow, when the Diſcipline of the 
Churchrequired theſe Duties of them, as that he choſe 
rather to beat the expenſe of a Miracle Himſelf for 
their-redreſs, And were our Savionr yet ſtill on 
Earth, as indeed He is now in He.ven, how many 
ſach Cures-as theſe might He meer with in moſt Con- 
gregations? Some being blinde,by reaſon.of a CataratF 
of wiltul Ignorance thar is grown over their eyes; others 
lame,in regard of aftrong {onvs/ſion, which Rebellion 
and Incontormiry have cauſed in their Knees; whereas a 
certain prejudice againſt the Liturgy of the Church 
hath ſo far poſſeſſed a third, as that this alone to them is 
a dumb and a deaf Spirit alſo, making them oftentimes 
to have the uſe neither of Tongue nor Ear in theſe our 
Afﬀemblies: The Fancies of whoſe Humors, were 
they but once fed and cheriſhed, the Church would 
foon leave of to be what at the 4* of the Canticles, 
and the 12, She is ſtiled, A Garden encloſed : A Gar- 
den being ordinarily a place of ſo exa& contrivance, as 
that here may be obſerved a Knot, there a Square nexc 
r0- 
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to that a Bank ; and above that again a Walk, hem'd in 
with Trees that ſtand in arow, at an equal diſtance each 
from other; all things being done there by line and mex- 
ſure, 8& diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage by method & 
Order:whil'ſt the Church would be then a Wilderneſs, 
or a Foreſt rather, where without any diſtiaRtion-at all, 
a Lilly, a Thorn, a Bryar, Straw-berries and Thiſtles, 
good and bad might be ſeen to grow all upon one piece 
of Turf together - inſomuch that Babel it ſelf, no nor 
the Primitive Chaos neither , were never guilty of a 
eater Confuſion then. that which would be then ac- 
knowledged for to be in Her. | 
But the Text ſpeaking as here it doth; not of Order 
fimply, but of putting in Order, may not but be con» 
ceived tolook equally two ways at once; whil'ſt here- 
by it doth not onely point at the Neceſſity of Orders 
in a Church, bur it reflects likewiſe upon cheis. Per« 
ſons, in whoſe hands it lies to ena theſe Orders: fo 
that as from the one fide it is to be gathered, rhat 
there is no ſubliſting for a Church without the ha- 
ving of. Order, in regard that Ceremonial Circum-, 
ances, being abſolutely neceffary for rhe perform- 
ance of all outward Adts whatever, without rules gi- 
ven and obſerved concerning times, places, manner, 
and the like, there can be ao Qutward Worthip done 
unto God: Solikewiſe from the other is it to beug- 
derſtood, that every one is not Maſter of rhe Mine 
ſo far, as to preſume to ſtamp this Coyn; this being 
a Prerogative wherein theyare tobe harers onely, to 
hom the Goyerameac of the Chacch belongs : which 


lis 
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the reaſog that here inthe Text, it is not one (7) that 
comes, and another (7) that puts in Order ; bur it be- 
ing the ſame (7) in both, it's the ſame numerical St. 
Paul that divides himſelf between both theſe as. 

. And indeed, many are the Orders which we finde 
St, Paul to have made for the Meridian of the Church 
of Corinth, divers whereof are to be read in the pre- 
ceding Verſes of this preſent Chapter: all which he 
enaſted to make uſe of a diftin&ion which he himſelf 
ſo much harps on in the 7:4 Chapter of this Epiſtle) 
notby commandment, ond as from the Lord, but by per- 
mn#ſsion, end as from himſelf, giving herein bis Judge- 


ment, as one that had obtained mercy ot the Lord to* 


be faicblpl, Wherein, that I may not be thought to 
bare delivezed any privare Opinion of mine own, know 
that: you have all this warranted unto you under 'the 
hands of thedeſervedly Honored Angel of the Church 
of Sarum : Apoſteli (4aith he) quateums erant ordinarti 


Biſhop 


Egcle fit ;RefFores de haſce ritibas extern pro ſus ſapien- Davenant, 


tis fatvebant quod 44 adificationem Ecclefie facere vides 
bater: The Zohies, as they were ordinary Governors 
of the-Church,preſcribed, as concerning ourward Rites, 
ch. rhings which they in their Wiſdom: thought to 
make. mok for Edificationz whch Wards are in that 
incomparable Wark of his, \2c-FadiceControver fie 
rm, Cap. 16, Rat. 2: PRSEN 
So that my Text being thus opened, affords us in: 
this place ſuch aparcel of Divine Truth as.this, name- 


de Fud: 


Controvs 
cap, I 6, 


ly, That-the Authority of making Orders, whereby-. 


to govern each particular Church, is a Prerogaiive, 


which ] 
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which thoſe that fit at the Stern thereof-may. rightly 
challenge : St. Paul, you ſee, after an ordinary way 

did it here in the Church of Corrmth, and therefore thole 

that are his Succeſlors in the like condition, may laws 
fully aſſume to themſelves'the like employment, A 
DoRrine of that Evidence and Conſequence both to- 
gether, as that this Church ot ours, in thoſe few Ar- 
ticles of Hers which She hath publiſhed, hath thought 
See the.  itin Her Wiſdom meet, to avouch it no leſs then twice 
the 39 ar- 1n two ſeveral Articles,/ Article-the 20, and the 34%, 
ticks, Nay, beforeever that Book. of Hers ſaw light; thoſe 
great Reformers, under King Edward the ſixth, conclu- 
ded as much, which too, was done with that meaſure of 
Fox in his Zeal, as that Biſhop Bonner was enjoyned, by the Kings 
Book of Councel, to Preach at Payls-Croſs this DoQtrine z my 
Mon. — Authority for bothitheſe, is Fox inhis 4 #s and Monu» 
ments, 2* Edvardi ſextis Neither hath it been given 

co Men of this Climat onely to be of this Opinion, 
ſince thoſe Reformed Churches thar have been beyond 
the Seas, have herein yielded unto us the right Hand of 
Fellowſhip. Witnels the Confeſsion of the Reformed 
| Fxtthec; Church of France, publiſhed in the Year, 1562. F4* 
 conſejſio a- temur (faith She) tum omnes, tum ſingulas Eccleſias 
phe ©” hoc jr habere, wtlexes & ftatuts fibi condant ad Politi- 
opuſeuls em communem-inter (uot ſftatuendam : Witneſs likewiſe 
the conſent of the Luthersn Divines, ſet downin-that 
Anſpurge Confeſsion, whereof Melanton was the Con- 

_ _— ns —_— _ to the ſame purpoſe, - 
eo, Otces Epiſcops & Paſtoribus C anones conftituere, ut fin- 
5 Wo gulain Eccleſþa fiant ſecundum Ordivem. Og wy 
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rend Calvin however conceived by ſome , to be non& 
fo the greateſt Friends which the Church ever had, 
ſickles nevertheleſs ſo earneſtly for this , in the 4** of 
bis Inſtitutions and the 10% Chapter, as. that 'thoſe 
who ſhall caſt an: eye one what he there hath written, 
cannot but judge him to be very: zealous for it. þ 
Niether ought it to be conceived, - that theſe Sons 
of the Church in honour of their Mother, have en- 
deavoured herein toflatter her into a greater Priviledge, 
then that which by right belongs to her, "Ave iniigvyace, 
v0 n Jdyuss is an ancient diltin@tion made heretofore 
by St Baſil, Predications and matters of Faith are one 
thing, and Placits or matters of Order another, ( For 
ſyisthe Greek word $y#e there,as I conceive to be un- 
derſtood, the word Ceremony being not of ſo ancient 
a ſtanding in the Church, as to be found in the writings 
either of the Greek or of the Latine Fathers. | St 4s- 
ftin in his RetraQations, makes in his owne behalf an 
Apologie, for that it once dropp'd unawares from his 
Pen.) And however the. Church of Rome dare ex- 
tend her Commiſſion ſo far , as inreſped of the former 
of theſe, to make new Creeds, (for ſo Pope Piws the 
fourth did; ) and to blot out one of the Commande- 
ments of the Decalogue, for that ir gain-ſayes thoſe 
Jmages which they are reſolved to ſet up and worſhip , 
Nos vero talem non habemus Conſuttudinem, 'we have 
no ſuch cuſtome, nor the Church of God ; we cannot 
findin our hearts for to be ſo cruell, as for the ſatiſtying 
of our owne cauſcleſſe Fancies, to mangle thus:the 
body of Religion , which _ Fore-fathers to the —_ 
| Tittle 
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Tittle therof, have even with che fofſe of their owne 
blood preſerved entire, All the Power which we af- 
fume to our ſelves , is only about the outward drefs 
and attire of the Churh, incauſing thier to be ſaicable 
always to her Condition: This being a liberty which 
in all ages hath ſo ;far been Challenged, as rhar a great 
part of that apparell it ſelf, wherewith the Apoſtles 
thought fit rocloath. Her, within a Century or two , 
gue be.caſt off and antiquated; - infomuch» that the 
ED ITEET ED Ee 
ang i Widdows in Eccle- 
Gaſticall Services , with the like ( however Orders all 
of the Apoſtles owne'Compoling,;) in ſome ſhort rime 
came for to. be difuled.. : Wheras we read lileewiſe of 
St, Ambroſe, that in his owne -Church at Millaine; 
abrogated-an old Ordgr-which they bad otiFeaſting 'at 
the Tombes of the Margyrs; in regard the People in 
his tine made- it;an becalion to-draw on drunkenneſle, 
Nay, however 77ina:Merſeo, che threefold dipping in 
the Sacrameat of Bapriſme, -was act the firſt eſtabliſhed 
uponna meanera Ground, . then for fignification of rhe 
Three Perſons in the Blefted Trinity , yet by reaſon 
the 4r5ax5 took the advantage thereof to countenance 
theit:Hereſie, the Fourth Tofetany Councell blotred 
thar Order oat of the Rubcick. And 'whymay not 
the Church fill be Miſtrefs of fo much Power as to 
do the like, as long 2s thoſe Sonnes of Heirs, who are 
fet for-to rule, aree inthe Aion : - whereas, if 
every Private Member thould be ſuffered ro have therin 
a Finger, how might we then in cime look to have'as 
fy many 
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many Editions of Service-books, as there is of Alma- 
packs, every year anew one ? as alſo, there would be 
then, bere in the Temple, as much Variety of Geſture 
as thereis of Faces, 'whil't one difliking this Ceremo- 
py, another that,: a third queſtioning all, norhing of 


Order would be then agreed on.. St: Bernard notes it 


Bernard lib, 


de inter: : 


of the People in his days, thar whereas the Lord (inthe dors. 


twelf Chapter of Exodss) commanded the 1ſraelites in 
token of their deliverance: out of &gypt, to kill 4 
Lambe, and to ſprinckle:the blood rhierof on the doot 
poſts with a Branctvof Hyffop; :and after that, (inthe 
fifteenth Chapter of Numbers) enjoyned them fars 
ther,to make Fringes in the borders of their Garments, 
to mind chem hereby of his Commandements ,- ind'to 
put upon the Fringes, a Ribband of Blew filkez They 
grew {o bold as to aske, why 'the Remembrance of 
the 1ſraclites deliverance was to be done by the blood 
rather of a Lambe, then of a Goarte, or a Calfe, ora 
Bullock, or of Turtle doves, and why. wich a" Branch 
of Hyſlop, rather then with Rot mary y'-as\alfo, why 
the minding of Gods Commandements 'was to be ex- 
erciſed rather by Fringes then by Laces, in the- bor- 
ders ofthe Garment rather then in che mid'ſt, with 
blew Ribbands rather then yellow or green ' Thus 
were the People there ſo great over-weenets of their 
owne Particular private Fancies, as that hereupon they 
proceeded fo far, as to queſtion the Lords owne-Or- 
dinances., How much more would they pick a quarrel 
at each others Orders , . were they bat 'once admitted 
unto fuch,compoſures ? #halng uſual wich mr 
TY 2 that 
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that Quality, whohave not been beholding to Educ 
tion for ſo much judgment, as might ſerve them to 
corre& their Fancies; to think no Muſick ſo good, as 
that which they make themſelves, and to conceive 
their own Children, though never ſo' ill- tayoured, ts 
de nevertheleſs very fair. 
And here, Beloved, we have all great reaſon to bleſs 
the Lord God of Heaven, for that he hath been pleaſed 
to be ſo Favourable to this Chuch of Ours, as ever 
fince the Reformation, to continue to her ſuch Nurfi 
Fathers, who have in that manner Orderedall Things, 
as that for Doftine and Diſcipline both, ſhe may now 
bevery well conceived to be the wonder ofthe Chiri- 
ſtian World, For to ſay nothing of the Former of 
theſe, and the unparalel'd Purity thereof, in regard 
my Text gives me not here any hinttoreflet on thats 
how hath her Diſcipline been. in that manner  con- 
eatvia 1.4, Frived, 2s that whereas there are required, even by Cl. 
inf. c.1o. vin himſelf,. in Charch Rites but three Conditions 
v.14 namely, 1» Numero Paucitas, 'in Obſervatione Facili- 
tas, in fignificatione Dignitasz; thele Three are all ſo 
Eminentin bur Rites and Ceremonies, as if none but 
Calvin had been at the firſt, the Compoſer of them ? 
For however, there are many great Clouds of Cere- 
mers Pay- MONIES. in uſe with. the Church of Rome, a Number 
ciias, Ofthoſe are by us at this day diſpell'd z So that now 

there ſeemes to be left no greater Quantities of leaves, 

then may be thought requiſite to preſerve the Fruit, 
20. in o6- Whil'ſt our Church her Orders likewiſe are of thar 
_ ealie Performance, as being ſuch as concerne _— 


WIOAWwoUT; 
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ling. at this - part of the Leiturgy , oor ſtanding at 
that, our Hearing -now-; then our Singing of an 
Hymane, ' with the likez as that I know not how Eaſe 
her ſelf could poffibly. wiſh for -a more favourable 
imployment. © And as for-{ignification, ſhe is in that 
moſt remarkable, whilſt there is ' not ſcarce an 
one Rice or Order of Hers, but is a kind of viſible 
Sermon, putting us in miad of ſome one good leſſon 
or-other-,:us-often as we are to uſe itz. infomuch 
that they - who will aot  be-brought-ro hearken to 
what we teach, :by looking onwhat-we doe in ſuch 
laces as theſe, may in a manger read what we be- 
eve. | 
: Neither is' this Cherch of ours ſo farre indebted , 
25'ſome think .ſhe'is; ro-the Sea of Rome, for many 
of thoſe Ceremonies that fill her Rabrick ; ſince thar 
however they tiave been, it may be, in uſe with the 
Romiſh FaQion , yet being the Rites of ancienter 
Primitive times,” why tnay not we by a Right of our 
Owne, lay as good-claime to them, as thoſe Sonnes 
of the Pepacy have done before us ? they I contefle, 
by faſtning their foule hands firſt upon them, have 
ſallied and ſoyled them greatly z which Pollution 
neverthelefle of theirs , we by freeing them from thae 
abuſe which _-y have put upon them-, have waſhed 
off: whereas, ſhould our Primitive Reformers tor 
this reaſon only quize have caſhiered them , this in» 
deed might have ſeem'd Curatio, a Cure to the pur« 
poſe, ſed Curatio _— non Medici, as laith 
that great Oracle of we dome Cafſander excellently, 
| | S 3 Bus 
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But the cute of 141 Hang-men tot of 4 Phyſt3an , molt 
of one that. deſtroys only the diſeas,, and keeps the 
man 2live that had it , but of one that' makes @ rid- 
dance of boththeſeat a clap together, |, :: 4 
- No Maryailthen,;! albthings-being ſo ordered with 

_-ns a5 they xe; that ev'a/ſtr and Forrainers hbaye 
been fo farre._ taken with the Heauty of this our Mo- 
ther , as thax-they, like (© many: Voluntaries: bave 
prelied thei ownrPennes ta doe: Her Service;-by way 

Bucer lib, of defence; Such 2y.havebten Bucer, and Peter Mar» 

714" tr, and-Celvi,; who as they: were Men.of Renown 

Pet. Mart, and famans all-in their Generations, ſo likewiſe have 

ep, ad Hoo- they in their ieveral writings fought againſt ſuch as 

perm 80 have oppoſ'd Her-Diſgpline «:;{ fay;.a certain French 
p. | | we 

203, Embaſladqur:,. one Marqueſs " , 1n'<e begin= 
ning of. ous Jate Kihgs reigne,';of b Memory g 
yeiwing of our Church Orders, firſt at the Cathedral 
in Canterbury , and then at his  Majeſties: Chappel 
royal at' Court, ſaid hereapon, ghar, if che reformed 
Churches in: France: had kept the: fame Order as we 
have done, \he was aſſured there would bave'been in 
that Country many thouſands more Proteſtants then 
now there are: which Paſlage I ſhould not peradven- 

Cue -® gure (in this place that now I here ſtand before. you in.) 

Hampt. have taken noticeoff $ had not bis Reveread Pen wha 

_ Court. v.33. compiled the/Nory: of rhe: Conference at Huwpton» 

Court , thought it meer for to have publiſhed it un» 

to the Warld. WS TE 
But alas, how hath this onr Mother, who hath been 
- adtnired thus by ſtrangers , been deſpiſed yenathelh 
Th y 
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by Her: owne Children?: fo .rhat it will be an hard 
matzer toſay , whether Her happineſs in the One, or 
Unbappinelſs im the ether, - be of the two the greater : 
whil'ft fome unnaturall Sannes.of Her owne, ſuckled 
by Her in Her Bofome have rtraduced Her fo farre,' as 
to call Her Charch-Muafick: Meetricious, Her Re- «.. L.C. 
fponſals and Readings of the Plalms alternative, the to- pudarch- 
fing of Teanis-balls, her Collefts becauſe bur briefe, "inf. 
Cars and Shreds of Prayerz her Chojce of Epiſtles and 974+ roy: 
Goſpels, the mangling of the Ward of God x: inſo- es re. 
much that: neither the Hymne of Glory, the Creed , 0,7..; 
the Nicene 1: mean,” and that of Athanaſivs 3 00 , Anſwer 10 
nor the Lords Prayer ic ſelf, have. eſcaped them 5* nb 
without a moſt birter - cenſure z all; which ſeem © 
© me', at leaſt''for ro be» (a ftrange,''. as that 
common Charity would nor have iſufftered me to 
have believed 'the leaſt Tinle: thereof, were' not 
Ml this and mote to be read im ther: own Books 
and Writings; ''' Nay ,! becauſe our. .'Temples - be- 
Siri/now' ro appear ſomewhat like; whar:they-are, the 
Houſes of God, wherein the Lord ought ta be'wor- 
ſhipped in rhe beaury of Holineſs, becauſe our S2nctu- 
aries have of late been eatred with: that lowlie Reve- 
tence 'as becomes the Courts of the moſt High; 
how hath this'our Virgin Mother been lately ſcan- 
Qalized , as if ſhe were turning Harlot, in going a 
whoring after Popiſh Vanities * But what Credit 
do theſe filly Libellers do in the mean time to the 
Sea of Rowe, in calling that Popery , which the an» 
cienter-Purer- times will not be athamed to own as 

theirs;. 
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theirsz amongſt whom, as there' is. mention made of 
Churches thar have been « pwpirdy Tod v Xovore bAauToly fo 
adorned and even emboſled with Silver and Gold, as 
that they ſeemed Sy, a kind of wonder to as many 
as beheld them: So likewiſe is there to be read (in 
the Fs Orientale) of ſome-ſuch thing as 455 a5uet 7 $:ia7 
3/avw, Nay in S* Auſtin of a Terram Fronte concu- 
rientes, men not entring then the Church, as ordina- 
rily now many do, witkrthat:;geſtare and countenance, 
as if they went. thicher, rather wich authority to' di+ 
ſpoſſeſs God of his 'Houſe,: then to humble thetnſelves 
before him; whilſt ia the words of the Pſalmiſt rather, 
_ then came and worſhipped, and fell down and knee- 
led before the Lord their Maker: . And therefore what 
ſhall I fay co thefe, or how may:I hope to move 
them ? Shall I endeavonr to uabend their ſtiff (pi- 
rits by —_ Perſuaſions and loving exhortations ? 
but preſuming that ſuch Phyfick will be too weak to 
move their cuffe Tempers, I. may not but think of 
ſome ſuch ſtrong Doſes as that, which-I meer with in 
the Writings of an 1:a//an; Prelate, who hath a ſay- 
ing, that where God comes , and ſees his Houſe for toly 
negletted, even in that duſt that he finds there, he writes 
the ſinns of thoſe, by whoſe default it was kept nobetter : 
And what the Finger of the Lord once writes ,' beit 
bur in duſt, is to be conceived tojbe as durable, as if ic 
were engraven with the pen of a Diamond ina Pillar 
of Marble. And thus hahing now declared unto you 
at large, the end ofmy Apoſtles coming or Viſitation, 


which was, for to putin Order , and withall,taken the 
occaſion 
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occaſion of diſcharging that duty in mine own Par- 
ticular , which the Canons of our late Holy Synod cx 8, 
hath laid on us, in ſhewing the laudibleneſs of the 
Orders and Ceremonies of the Church of Ezelend. Ic 
remaines that we now proceed to thoſe Things, which 
my Apoſtle meant for to put in Order; and they as 1 
told you are here veild up in this Indefinite Terme 
16a6nd, the Reſt, The Reſt will I ſet in Order, when 
I come. 

What thoſe, Reſt, Things were, which my Apoſtle 
intended at his coming amongſt the Corinthians for 
to have Ordered, I find neither here nor otherwhere 
expreſledz ſo that Commentators by reaſon of this 
my Apoſtles filence, having bur a cold ſent to hunt 
by, are generally all of them at a Loſs : ſome running 
this way, and ſome that, as their own private Fancies, 
and ſuch conjeRures as they make to themſelves, ſhall 
ſeem to lead them, Seeing therefore it is ſomewhat 
dangerous, there to let up Sails for a farther Journy, 
where neither Sun nor Star appears for our Guidance, 
and whereto we have no certain Card of our own to 
ſteer by; I hold ic the ſafeſt courſe here to caſt mine 
Ankor, ſhutting up all in one Word only of Exhor- 
tation, which alſo ſhall be no other then that which 
this very point it ſelt may be made to yeeld us; whilſt 
this word 74 >07« the Reſt, however it be indefinitein 
- ſelf may ſerve, nevertheleſs ro Teach you all your 

uties. 

Firſt, then as for you the Wardens, who being, as O—_ 

you are told by Lindwood , Eccleſie Occonomi , the de tler.nem 
F Churches Xeþ4. 
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Churches Oeconomiſts, that are by your Place,to pros 
vide for Her Wants; nay, who have been conceived 
ro be ſo tar the Hand of the Biſhop for the putting 

<1, Ibis Mandats in Execution, as that in ſome ofthe An- 

Ganzr.C, Cient Councels you are ſtiled y4c 094414 the menem- 

7.6.8. ployed by him, andinsre22ypiyys Men ordered by him, 
ler this w4«7« heer in the Text be your Remembran« 
cer ſo far 25 to cauſe you to Preſent all thoſe things, 
which you in your ſeveral Churches know yet ſtill ro 
be our of Order. Which that you may not think to 
be meerly a Freewil bufineſs , or a matter at pleaſure 
only,know, that in caſe you do it not, by Vertue of 
the Oach which for this parpoſe hath been taken by 
you, you are guiltie of Perjury, and ſo (for that I con- 
ceive will work moſt with you)liable to cheheayy Cene 
ſures of higher Courts. 2 

And as for you, Much Honoured (for asCommenta- 
tors upon good grounds conceive S* Pani went not 
himſelf, as he herereſolved, :to Corinth) whoare in the 
place of onr Reverend Dioceſan,and now come td order 

end ſuch grievances as ſhall be made known to you, if there 
zobis vi» have been with you a -& x72, any ſuch things I mean, 
demur 16- which in thoſe bills as have been preferr'd,you have not 
ant (ul taken ſufficient notice of, he that here ſtands on high, 

{ub p dibus Caſts himſelf ſo low as your feet, for to beſeech you 

veſir;7 ſi- that admitting ſuch things into your further thoughts, 

>ut, You would be pleaſed to ſend out your edidts for their 
Reformation. 

But as for you, My brethren, fince you at your very 
firſt eatrie into the miniſterie, all took Orders, and are 

30 therefore 
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therefore now all men of Orders: There is nothing 1 
hope with ſuch as you, that is out of Order; bur if 
there be, let this7«' a--#4 here in the Text have (0 
much influence likewiſe on you, as to cauſe you to be 
your own Ordinaries ſo far, as by amending in your 
own Perſons what is amifſe, to put all that in Order, 
Thus ſhall theſe our yeerly Meetings be freed from 
thoſe Jeers and Scoffs, which ſome envious Tongues 
have been ready to caſt upon them ; whileſt theſe our 
Viſitations then ſhall be to the Reforming of every 
one of us in Particular, to the Honour of the Church 
in general; and finally tothe Glory of God the Father, 
God the Sonne, and God the Holy Ghoſt; to which 
Bleſſed Trinitie in Unitie, and Unitie .in Trinitie be 
aſcribed all Majeſty and Worſhip , both now and 
eyermore. AMEN, 
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